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Alice Feeney

for these moments of feeling young and free again. Thirrysomething

isnt old, but the milestone of a big birthday motivated me to make

a few changes. Running was just one of them. I'm so grateful for

everything that I have - my husband, our home, my health, our

freedom - but sometimes I cant help wondering how things might

have turned out if I had made different choices when I was younger.

Life is filled with sliding doors and dead ends, and I m sure everyone

wonders uthat iffrom time to time. I run a little fastet as though I
can escape the thoughts if I put enough distance between me and

them. I m good at running away from the world when real life gets

too loud.

The picturesque fishing village that recently became our home is

small and quaint and quiet. Hope Falls is bordered by the Cornish

coast on one side and wild moors on the other. Stepping into the

village feels like stepping back in time, and I like living somewhere

with so much history. Modern places rarely have a good story to tell,

a bit like modern people. A nenvork of narrow lanes and cobbled

streets tightly packed with tiny, terraced houses and quirky inde-

pendent shops lead downhill to the seafront. Almost all the shops

are closed, as are the cafes and restaurants at this time of year when

the tourists retreat to the cities they came from. Former fisherment

cottages painted in pretty pastel shades line the harbour, but most of
them are now holiday homes so sit empty in winter. The ghost-town

vibe might bother some people, but I like the peace and quiet. I find
it calming.

I keep running, only slowing down when I reach the art gallery,

but I still dont stop.

Not even when I see my name on a poster in the window.

EDEN FOX

Local artist exhibition

B ru tonight
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4 Alice Feeney

and I touch the stone for good luck wen though I know theret no

such thing. Lines of bobbing fishing boats decorate the waterfront,

their different colours now shaded by shadows, and the night air is

still and cool and quiet. By the time I turn onto the coast path, the

last of the light has been swallowed by the horizon and the only thing

lighting the sea now is the refection of a full moon: a shimmering

silver path dancing on blackened waves. There is an infinite black

blanket of slcy covered in star-shaped sequins, a whole universe of
endless possibiliry and wonder, and it reminds me how small and

insignificant we and our sometimes seemingly insurmountable prob-

lems are.

I am painfully shy. The thought of meeting so many strangers at

the gallery tonight, knowing that they'll all be silently judging me,

not iust my work, fills me with fear. Some people love a good part/i

personally, I prefer a good book. I spent years alone at home taking

care of our daughter. Things might have been different if shewas nor-

rnal,butshe needed me twenty-four seven, and as a result I am out of
practice when it comes to social situations. I rarely leave the house at

all these days, except to run. Harrison is the opposite. He has always

known how to charm strangers and make them fall in love with him.

Just like he did with me. I have never been a people person. I have

spent a lifetime feeling as though I dont fit and dont belong, but I
hope things might be different now that we have moved here.

A brand-new staft for a brand-new me.

I run with the sea-salt wind in my frce and the soothing sound

of the ocean in my ears and propel myself along the steepest part of
the coast path to the top of the hill, where there is a waterfall crash-

ing and cascading down the cliff. Harrison and I shared a romantic

picnic here recently to watch the sunset. He called it our specialplace,

but the scenic spot that gave Hope Falls its name is also the place

where many people give up hope. The carefully positioned suicide

hotline poster always dampens my mood. I guess sometimes hope

fails. I continue on my circular route for a mile or so, then turn off

My Hr.rs

the coast path, heading furrher
get away from it all but always

irony is not lost on me.

Our house is just oucide &
a steep hill, literally built into r
was called Spyglass when we bou

building with its huge windows

white, wonky, wavelike walls, a
makes me so hrppy. Itt an emo

fm relieved it still fits. Hopefirlly

chosen to wear later will still fit r
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years. It looked more like a mr
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with something I have to have il
his - my husband doesnt heve e
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them almost unrecognizable.

When I reach thefrontgareIr
is in the driveway. Im so h"pry
time for the exhibition that I rur
see hirn. We've had more than ou
brEak over the ysrxs, but all of &
fresh sart for our marriage, noci
proud of me tonight. Maybe loo

we were still just us. Who I rrser
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The only thing I ake wifi me

door,
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Alice Feeney

\[hen I go to slot it in the lock it doesnt seem to fit, so I try
again.

It still wont go in and I dont understand.

Itt as though it's the wrong key, or the wrong house, which isnt

possible. This is the only property on this quiet country lane over-

looking the village.

I stare at the key, then at the door. The key is on a key chain

Harrison gave me the day we got the house. \7e shared a bottle of
champagne in our special place by the waterfall, watching the sun set

and the moon rise, and he handed me a beautiful gift box. Inside was

the key to the house attached to a silver key chain with my name -
Eden - surrounded by stars on the front, and the words Loue you to

the rnoon and back on the other side.

I try to open the door again and when the key still doesnt work,

I tap the fox-shaped knocker three times. There must be some simple

explanation. Harri will probably take the key from my hand and

slot it straight in the lock and make me feel like a fool. The thought

makes me smile again, but the smile is soon replaced with a frown.

My husband doesnt open the door.

A woman does.

I've never seen her before but there is something familiar about

her.

She looks a ht lihe me.

"Can I help you?" she asks, and I'm shocked by how much she

sounds like me too.

At first, I dont speak. It feels like I cant. Instead, I just stand and

stare.

Shet wearing my black velvet dress, the one I was going to put

on tonight.
"\7ho are you?" I ask, but my voice comes out as a whisper.

"I'm Eden Fox. I live here."

ED

3

4

l*EirrnFox.lMhat are you talh,I The woman srares ar the kry
brandishing aweapon. She look,
me feel oddly self-conscious abou

wearing rny dress and standing in
if she thinl<s I am crazy or dangen

For a moment I wonder if I an

Br:rl am Eden Fox and -his rr:
-We 

might have only moved ir
left Spyglass since then. The prerio
hundred years. To say tiat the hou
be putting it politely, but things t
with a litde love and hard work- l

sale.rr as the CEO of a companv ir

spare cash after the moye, so I did
to{gotten ripping up erpets, sandr

on mrr own while Harrison was stil
and soul into the place.

This house is mine.
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8 Alice Feeney

"I think you've made a mistake," says the woman claiming itt
hers and that she is me.

She does look a bit lihe rne.

She's wearing my clothes.

She even smells of my perfume.

The woman starts to close the door, and I feel off-kilter and

strange, like when you know you're having a bad drea.m and try to

wake yourself up. But this isnt a dream and I dont understand what

is happening.

I put my foot in the entrance, preventing her from closing the

door, and she stares down at my running shoes. Her mouth forms a

perfect O. She looks so shocked I almost apologize.

"I dont know who you are, but this is rnyhouse," I insist.

'Youte clearly confused. I moved here a few weeks ago," she says,

sounding afraid.

But shet lying.

She ildrit move here a few weeks ago, Idid.
A million thoughts race through my mind, but none of them

make sense.

I worry that this is some kind of elaborate identity theft, but there

is very little of any value inside.. Harrison has a well-paid job, but

with the mortgage and our daughtert fees to pay, we are not cash

rich. There is no logical reason for anyone to want to steal my name

or my life or my things. \7e're just normd people, living in a normal

house, leading normal lives. I wish I hadnt left my phone behind on

the kitchen counter. At least then I d be able to call someone, though

I'm not sure who. I study the womanb face, unneryed by how similar

we look. Her long blonde hair is even styled the same way as mine,

her skin is painted with the same minimal makeup and I know thatt
my dress. It was from a tiny little boutique in London and I ve had

it for years, fixed it myself when it got torn at a party.I tend to make

do and mend everything about my life.

She reallydoes looklike me. Aslighdyolder, more polishedversion

My Hush

of me. Like the me I could have

looked like. If Id been able to sg
after myself instead of my familr:

The woman is clutching the fr
I recagniz.e on her hand.

She's wearing my engagemenr

I always take them offwhen I
rention to myself when out ruflln
of anything valuable when I am r-u

ttar of having the things I love, d

to keep, talen from me.

I stare ar my ring. My dress. 11

Conf.rsion tralsforms into raE

'Whar the fuck is going on?' I
She tries to close the door ag

property."

'It isnt lour property, )'ou cfir

She suddenly looks terrified and s

&ere might be someone sanding
too. there isnt, but when I turn r(
driveway again. "'Where is my hus

*I dont know who you are, or

reg'aining her composure. 'But if
.-ll ttre police."

'Good. Go ahead and call rher

IA cafl ttrem myself"

And then I hear his voice and i
'Is everFhing okay?" Harrison

behind her arrd staring in m.r, direr

r'om rtre office - the blackArmani
iie- Despite being ten years older d
a-nce and immaculate dress sense ol
5.is rears. Some men get more h:n
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10 Alice Feeney

is one of them. He's my rock. My lover. My best friend.'Whatever

this is will be okay now that he is here.

She answers before I can.

"This womaez thinks she lives here," she tells him. "She's making

all kinds of threats and wont take her foot out of the door."

I expect him to demand to know who the hell she is and let me

inside.

But Harrison stands in our doorway, places a protectiye arm

around a woman I've never seen before, then glares at me before

speaking.

"This is our home. I dont know you. Please leave," he says.

Then my husband slams the door in my face.

C
tq

ED
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12 Alice Feeney

to the village but where would I go? I dont know anyone here yet.

I only ever spoke to the art gallery owner over email and once on

the phone. I was hoping to meet them in person and make a good

impression tonight.

I bang on the door again. This dme, when nobody answers, I

walk around to the rear of the house. I try the back door but it's

locked, as are the windows. The closed curtains and blinds Prevent

me from seeing inside, but the lights are on. I know they're in there.

I'm so cold and confused and I can feel myself starting to crumble.

This feels like a bad dream, but I cant seem to wake up. Tonight was

important for me, for us. I dont knowwhy Harrisonwould go along

with something like this.

And then the realization hits me. He wouldnt. At least not will-

ingly.

I make my way to the front of the house again and stop when I
hear a car in the distance. \7e live on a lane with no name at the top

of the village, there is rarely eny trafrc, and I wonder if I fag down

the driver whether they might be able to help me. But what would I

tell them? \fhat could I possibly say that wouldnt make me sound

crazy? \7hat I really need to do is contact the police. There is a small

police station in Hope Falls - housed inside a former fishermant

cottage - but I doubt it is staffed twenty-four hours. This place isnt

exacdy a hotbed of crime. Harrison is clearly doing this against his

will, which must mean that the woman is dangerous. If I had my

phone IU dial 999, but without it, running to the police station

seems like my next best option.

I dont need to.

The sound I heard was a police car, and something like instinct

makes me stay in the shadows as it pulls into the drive. I crouch

down in the darkness and watch as a uniformed police ofEcer makes

his way to the front door. He looks too young, too handsome and

surely too inexperienced to handle the situation. Like a child playrng
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